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who, not without making many blunders, have,
on the whole, wrought so well.

The writer assumes that the reader is ac-
quainted with the sweeping criticisms of the
Republic by its opponents, and these criticisms
are seldom absolutely groundless. He has en-
deavoured to ascertain facts as they are, and
to state them fairly. The contrast which he
draws between the life of the Second Empire
and that of the Republic does not deny a genu-
ine progress in many things under Napoleon III;
but taking conditions as they were then and as
they are now, the present advance is evidently ex-
ceptional. As a Protestant, and satisfied, as such,
with the treatment of Protestants by the gov-
ernment, he has endeavoured to set forth objec-
tively the contentions between Catholics and
Free-thinkers in the light of impartial law, which
the former almost systematically oppose and
the latter not infrequently disregard. In a
period of transition and conflict, one cannot
expect that consistency between principles and
practice which can be attained in calmer times.
In discussing the so-called religious issues of
recent years the writer may unconsciously have
departed a little from the judicial attitude which
represents his ideal. It is difficult for a French-
man, without a strong sense of indignation, tc